
 

 

8. Developing research skills through group poster presentations 
 
Contact: Amanda Jefferies (a.l.jefferies@herts.ac.uk)  
 
Tags: medium group, level 3, skills, poster, collaboration, computer science 
Level    3 
Number of students  50-60 
Discipline   Computer Science 
 
Brief overview of assessment activity:  
Students prepare a poster giving information on one topic chosen from a list of topics of interest in 
the field of Strategic Information Systems Planning and Management (SISP&M). They present this 
poster to the class during a contact session.  The assignment requires students to assimilate the 
theoretical content of their chosen topic area and to show their understanding of the application of 
the theory by providing examples or case studies. The level of understanding they need to aim for is 
that of their peers on the SISP&M module.  They are expected to provide evidence from their 
reading of books, journals, periodicals, real life experiences and articles from the press that support 
their research  and to write a detailed bibliography describing the relative value and importance of 
their sources . 
 
Description of how the assessment supports student learning 
The assessment supports students in the development of research skills and in their ability to 
provide a short verbal summary of their findings which is linked to their presentation of the poster. 
This takes place in a class session with academics and students present. The students are required to 
both understand the topic they have chosen, which is unique to that group and to anticipate and 
then answer questions following their presentation. They need to demonstrate their understanding 
of the key facts and to present them to others coherently through their explanation and thus to be 
able to defend the point of view they have expressed in their poster.  
They are tested on their ability to understand the breadth of their knowledge 
 
Particular benefits of the assessment  
The assessment provides an opportunity for students to work in groups on a short research project 
and to practice different ways of presenting their material, verbally and graphically. They also need 
to demonstrate their understanding of the relative importance of sources used through writing a 
detailed bibliography of them. Since students are required to attend all the presentations and to join 
in the questions and discussion they learn to appreciate the criteria required for a good research 
summary and a well designed poster. Bibliographies are presented online for all students to share 
after wards to pursue their own personal research interests. 
 
How do you provide feedback on student submissions? 
At least two staff give a mark for each presentation and each poster, a summary of written staff 
comments examining how the work met the assessment criteria is provided as well as the mark for 
each presentation and poster to the group which submits it. The posters are subsequently put on 
public display and the bibliographies made available online. Students in the class are encouraged to 
vote for the best poster 
 
How do you encourage student engagement with the feedback? 
Students are given the opportunity to discuss feedback within their group and with staff. Students 
are encouraged to discuss the posters once they have been put on public display 
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