
 

Understanding Assessment        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How a poor piece of writing got better  Students should understand the reflective nature of revision and 

have a greater sense of the time and energy this process takes, no matter how advanced a writer may be in 

their career.  Students should gain concrete skills to improve a piece of their own writing.  Stress to students 

that in professional life, it is extremely common to seek editorial advice.   

Exercise 1: Ask students to bring roughly 300 words of a writing assignment to the seminar. It may be 

something new or something they have already submitted. Place students into pairs, and ask them to carry out 

the same close analysis of their partner’s work.  If students are very confident, you could workshop a few pieces 

as a group.  

Assignment: Students will submit two pieces of writing: the original and the revised version, as well as a brief 

reflective commentary on what changes they made and why.  School of Humanities, University of Hertfordshire 

UH Resources   The following resources will help students to understand 

the processes associated with assessment. 

UH Learn from feedback video   Learn from feedback flyer 

The document Assessment-for- learning guidance and principles covers 

all aspects of assessment.  It includes sections on engaging students with 

assessment criteria and helping them to understand feedback.  

 

Decoding Feedback  

Outcome: students will learn to interpret the often terse feedback on their coursework, and 

understand that receiving criticism is normal in academia for staff as well as students. 

In advance of the session, ask students to bring in some marked coursework, and encourage 

them to bring in feedback that they don’t understand.  Start the session with the anonymised 

essays from the StudyNet site and invite the students to suggest what practical steps the authors 

of those essays might take to do better next time.  Then show them a piece of feedback that you 

have had - perhaps a referee’s report on an article that you have submitted to a journal.  It will 

help if you pick something that found some significant fault with your work.  Talk about how it 

made you feel and what you did about it.  Then move on to the students’ own work and the 

feedback they have received on it.  

 

Exercise 1: Jointly with the students (in small groups or pairs) work out what the feedback on 

their own work means and what steps they could take.   

 

Exercise 2: (time permitting) in groups, have the students write a piece of formative feedback on 

a mediocre essay (easily supplied by online essay banks).   
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0HbbCNIr-z4
http://www.studynet2.herts.ac.uk/intranet/lti.nsf/Teaching+Documents/D1A98A96F1DC447680257A3100372D37/$FILE/Learn%20from%20feedback%20-%20student%20flyer%20pdf.pdf
http://www.studynet2.herts.ac.uk/intranet/lti.nsf/Teaching+Documents/9E0C70AE221C652180257AAF0044E316/$FILE/UH%20Assessment%20Guidance%20for%20publication-%20Web%20Version-PDF.pdf

