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Devise a list of common questions 

students ask year after year. Organise 

students into teams of 4-5 people. Teams 

compete to find as many of the answers to 

the questions as possible in literature which 

you provide from across the University’s 

support and academic services 

 

Ask teams to report back the answers, 

saying where they found the information. 

Encourage all students to look immediately 

at that source, where possible, so they have 

seen it for themselves. Teams award 

themselves a point for each question 

answered correctly. Answer outstanding 

questions - or direct students to appropriate 

resources. 

Centre for Learning Excellence, University of 

Bedfordshire 
 

A quiz to reinforce essential 

information  is anopportunity for students 

to search out answers to all the questions 

they bring in the year and which are in the 

Handbook or elsewhere.  It could be 

undertaken in pairs or small groups. It could 

be marked by the students and collected in 

for you to browse through.  Emphasise that 

this is to help them, not to judge them. Small 

prizes can help to encourage engagement.  

It is worth noting who left gaps or picked up 

information incorrectly as these are often 

students who get into difficulties later. 

Students able in many others aspects of 

study may not be adept at administrative 

practicalities and some may need extra 

guidance.   

Centre for Learning Excellence, University of 

Bedfordshire 

 

Navigation with strings attached  Initially Navigation (2011) was a cross-discipline 

transitional project taking place right at the start of the first-year intake, involving a 

considerable amount of group work, it was to help students situate their location. The 

project combined collage and concept mapping. Since then in Photography we have 

focused more on team building activities during induction. We started ‘photography circuits’ 

and ‘show and tell’ these were fun and social elements combined with their specialist area.  

 

In September 2014, drawing on Paul Klee’s notion of ‘taking a line for a walk’, a different 

approach will be used-giving students from three programmes lengths of string and asking 

them to work in relation to this, encourages invention, self-reflection, and problem-solving. 

(Other key references here are to string pieces by Marcel Duchamp and to the Greek 

Labyrinth). Students from the Visual Arts group will tie the first ball of string from the front 

entrance of the Art and Design building and find their way around all the areas of Creative 

Arts. Unravelling a ball of string at a time, like a relay, the string will be masked to the walls 

and their journey will be filmed as they find their way around.  

 
School of Creative Arts, University of Hertfordshire 
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Further suggestions  Students can visit 

places compiling and sharing fact sheets of 

facilities on site, offices, open hours, and put 

this information on StudyNet as a reminder.  

Give students a list of items that they have to 

note from walls, desks or information boards 

etc.at various locations around the campus. 

to motivate them to wander round and get a 

feel for where key offices and facilities are 

located, such as departmental/faculty offices, 

Students’ Union Careers & Placement 

Service, Learning Resources, photocopier 

facilities, IT rooms, lecture rooms, studio 

space, cafes, etc. Finding awkwardly located 

rooms can help foster group bonding.  

 
Centre for Learning Excellence, University of 
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Getting from A to B Group students into 

small groups, provide each group with a map 

and ask them to find six specific areas within 

the university. They can film or take a 

photograph of each member of the group in 

a different location on a mobile and bring that 

back within a set time; and/or collect an item 

from that location. On their return, students 

can then regroup according to the places in 

which they were filmed (or collected the 

item), and explain how they got there, what 

they found of use in the location, and its 

value to their studies.  

Purpose – getting students familiar with the 

University layout and location of key areas 

such as LRC, teaching rooms etc. 

Centre for Learning Excellence, University of 
Bedfordshire 

 

Understanding acronyms 

Ask students to share acronyms from their past 

experiences, and ones they have already 

encountered at university. 

 

Purpose: Introducing regularly used acronyms by 
getting students to recognise and explore use of 
acronyms and subject-specific terminology in all 
areas of their life. 
 
Centre for Learning Excellence, University of Bedfordshire 
 


