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Access to information

The idea of universal access to
research, education, and culture is
made possible by the Internet, but
our legal and social systems don’t
always allow that idea to be
realized. Copyright was created
long before the emergence of the
Internet, and can make it hard to
legally perform actions we take for
granted on the network: copy,
paste, edit source, and post to the
Web.



Types of Licences

(CC) tools give everyone from 
individual creators to large 
companies and institutions a 
simple, standardized way to 
keep their copyright while 
allowing certain uses of their 
work — a “some rights 
reserved” approach to 
copyright — which makes their 
creative, educational, and 
scientific content instantly 
more compatible with the full 
potential of the internet. 

http://creativecommons.org/videos/wanna-work-together
http://creativecommons.org/videos/wanna-work-together


Three “Layers” Of Licenses

Machine readable: Is a summary of the key 
freedoms and obligations written into a format 
that software system, search engines, and 
other technologies can understand.

Commons Deed: Is a handy reference for 
licensors and licensees, summarizing and 
expressing some of the most important terms 
and conditions.

Legal Code layer: Is the traditional legal tool, in 
the kind of language and text formats that 
most lawyers know and love. We call this the  
of each license.



Searching for open content

Searching for open content is 
an important function enabled 
by our approach.. You can use 
Google and Yahoo! to search for 
Creative Commons content, 
look for pictures at Flickr, 
albums at Jamendo, and 
general media at spinxpress. 
The Wikimedia Commons, 
which powers Wikipedia, is a 
core user of our licenses as 

well.

http://www.google.com/support/websearch/bin/answer.py?&answer=29508&hl=
http://www.search.yahoo.com/cc
http://www.flickr.com/creativecommons/
http://www.jamendo.com/en/creativecommons
http://spinxpress.com/
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Main_Page
http://wikipedia.org/

