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The Paml&tO 28 

The PAM Teaching Committee 

 

 

We were asked to add the names of the current 
members of this committee to our last posting 
which explained the remit of the new Teaching 
Committee. These are: 

Ralf (Chair, Logistics (SEG)); Helen (LTIC School 
contact); Mark (Dean); Kristen (Chair of E & D 
Committee); Monica (PAM Information Manager); 
Alan, Salah, David, Benoit (Programme Leaders, 
Joint Honours); Steve, Jim (ADsOS, Health & 
Safety); 

Recent discussions include the possible over-use of 
the unseen test and the longitudinal placement of 
graduate skills (including computing) within the 
degrees. For those new to the vocabulary, 
longitudinal studies can be read here as ‘along a 
time axis’ so in this case where in their degrees 
students are introduced to, and later develop, 
various skills. 

Monica’s relocation 

 

 

This is just to let staff know that I have moved 
offices. I was not inundated with visitors before 
but I have extended an offer of one-to-one 
support to those students doing their 
Investigations right now, and also as part of the 
Graduate Skills Module students have been told 
where they can find me for help. 

I am still in the LRC, on the 1
st

 floor in the glass 
fronted office that is right next to the PAM book 
shelves; much easier to find because I am on the 
same level just across the way from the Maths 
Support Service now.  

It is a much larger office of about 20 people, but 
please be reassured that I am still perfectly happy 
for PAM staff and students to pop their head 
around the door and ask me something if they see 
me at my desk, no problem. I have an open door 
policy. 

In fact it would be good for my colleagues to see 
what a friendly bunch we all are, so do come and 
find me to say hello when you are next in the LRC. 

Electricity – The Spark of Life 

 

 

This exhibition runs at the Wellcome Trust 

Collection near Euston until 25
th

 June 2017.  

 

The Chanteclair Embrocation - Wellcome Library, 

London.  

“The energising and health-giving properties of 
electricity were increasingly claimed for non-
electrotherapeutic remedies, such as in this 
advertisement for a lotion to relieve aches and 
sprains, showing an electrified naked athlete 
springing from the bottle. It claims that the lotion 
“softens, fortifies, and electrifies”. 
 

World Book Day – PAM responses 

 

 

“Well, I’m reading The Oversight by Charlie 

Fletcher. It’s written in a very engaging style and is 

about the Free Company for the Regulation and 
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Oversight of Recondite Exigency and Supernatural 

Lore, aka a Victorian Worshipful Company for 

regulating the supernatural; lots of local colour, 

including a mention of the White Hart at 

Hertingfordbury which is not a million miles away 

from the Bayfordbury Observatory!”  [MT] 

“I am reading the German edition of Geoffrey 

Ashe’s “The discovery of King Arthur” together 

with my 9-year old son Ben. It is a quite captivating 

book that tries to disentangle history and legend of 

Britain in the post-roman epoch, and which 

historical figures could be a real background on 

which the King Arthur legend was built. I 

remember having enjoyed reading it myself when I 

was not much older than my son is now and I still 

do.” [MK] 

“For bedtime reading, it's 'The Road to Little 

Dribbling' by Bill Bryson.  

When I can read and it isn't bedtime, I'm 

working through 'The Vital Question' by Nick Lane, 

a UCL biochemist, that addresses the origins of life 

and why it is the way that it is.  It was weird to 

stumble on the equation relating Gibbs free energy 

to enthalpy and entropy in the first third of the 

book... setting that surprise aside, it is genuinely 

riveting and important stuff, if at times it does 

need some effort: I find I re-read a page here and 

there to make sure I'm putting it all together 

right.” [JD] 

“I am reading The Ministry of Ungentlemanly 

Warfare by Giles Milton, the story of the special 

weapons and insurgency department set up during 

world war two . Quite a lot of things were invented 

and built at Brickendon Manor, again just a stones 

throw from the Bayfordbury Campus. These include 

the Hedgehog antisubmarine weapon, the Limpet 

mine and exploding dog poo!” [MG] 

“I'm currently reading 'The Open Society and Its 

Enemies' by Karl Popper, with fascinating lessons 

on science and society, the ability of a society to 

learn from experience, a sometimes frustratingly 

timeless critique of totalitarianism, and 

undoubtedly more to come...” [JF] 

“I’m reading Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens” 

[RS] 

“I’m currently reading Bede’s Ecclesiastical History 

of the English People. I always enjoy reading 

history and I knew that St Albans (where I recently 

moved to take up my new job at UH) features 

prominently in Bede’s book, which has a rather 

fanciful tale of Alban’s martyrdom.” [JD] 

“The book I am reading is The Blind Goddess, by 

Anne Holt. A promising debut when it came out, if 

a bit formulaic - will certainly do as a somewhat 

outdated introduction to Oslo.” [JU] 

 
Student Union Survey – ‘What makes a good 

lecturer’ and more 

 

 

The UHSU reported that all respondents could 

identify what they understood as a ‘good lecturer’ 

and, in general, quoted examples to make their 

point. Interestingly, some of the common 

characteristics might put you in mind of a mentor 

rather than a traditional lecturer. 

‘personal touch’; ‘supportive’; ‘empathic – you 

never feel you’re encroaching on their time when 

you call in’; ‘engage and challenge us in lectures 

with debates, questions, quizzes’;  

On the general learning experience: 

‘we do understand feedback in classes as 

feedback’; ‘often marking criteria are not obvious’; 

‘marking is inconsistent - - if students have a 

personalised commentary, they can understand 

better why they got different marks’; ‘we don’t 

trust group work – fear of group members not 

contributing’; ‘’a lot of feedback is about 

knowledge; we know we lack this but we need 

more help with skills – writing, logical arguments’; 

‘very annoyed by lack of information about room 

moves and lecture cancellations – we need to 

know as quickly as possible to avoid long and 

costly commutes’; ‘would like more give-it-a-go 

items in modules e.g. exposed to new things, 

invited experts, or trips’; ‘would like a mechanism 

for mature students across Schools to meet up 

informally’; ‘would like to attend lectures in other 

Schools [can be done formally within timetable 

constraints at present but students are probably 
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unaware of this, programme tutors?]’; ‘more and 

varied work experience and placement 

opportunities’. 

Peer Review Audit 

 

 

This is about to be conducted across the University 

with a view to a revised scheme being in place for 

the next academic year. If you have any 

suggestions for improvements or comments, 

please let us know. 

So far we have (carried over): 

1. Opportunity for cross-School reviews 
2. ‘What do I do if the session that I observe 

really concerns me?’ 
3. ‘What happens next if I moan about the 

room in my feedback?’ 
 

UH L&T Conference – places still available as 

capacity is greater this year in the Weston 

Auditorium on DH campus 

 

 

Remember that you do not need to be available 

for the whole of the day to attend this event. PAM 

has already been congratulated on submitting 

more abstracts to an L&T conference than ever 

before – even if it was a fairly low bar. [See Gene 

Hackman’s induction of Denzel Washington in 

Crimson Tide to get the idea: ‘Congratulations Mr 

Hunter, your name was at the top of the list.’ 

‘Thank you Sir.’ ‘It was a very short list.’] 

 

 
 

The UH Annual Learning and Teaching Conference 

will be held on Friday 28
th

 April in the Weston 

Auditorium, De Havilland Campus. This year’s 

conference theme is “Research Informed 

Teaching”. It builds on the collegiate approach of 

previous conferences and is aligned with both the 

Education and Research strands of the Strategic 

Plan.  

The conference will be held in the Weston 

Auditorium on the De Havilland Campus. Lunch 

and refreshments will be provided and attendance 

is free. Numbers are limited, so please reserve 

your place via the Staff Portal.  Search: Key Word - 

Conference; Category - Academic Practice.  After 

booking your place please complete the online 

pre-course questionnaire to confirm dietary and 

any other specific needs.  Any questions please 

email hrd-email@herts.ac.uk   

For additional information please contact Helen 

Barefoot (h.barefoot@herts.ac.uk) or Suzanne 

Fergus (s.fergus@herts.ac.uk) 

 

UH students and staff supporting refugees 

 

 

If you would like to help with the local Group 

(which first met on November 16
th

 2016), please 

contact Jon Berry in Education 

(j.berry@herts.ac.uk). A major event ‘Changing the 

Narrative’ is planned for April 24
th

 to include: 

theatre events; art installations; stalls; oral history 

event; films; speakers and debate. If you would 

like to contribute or know more, please contact 

Jon. 

The BME project and PAM 

 

 

More on this will follow in future Pamlatos, but a 

quick fact for now. 

Local research indicates that BME students are 

particularly at risk in their first few weeks on 

campus, in the sense that they are most likely to 

decide that higher education is not for them and 

will drop out. So induction and the weeks that 

follow (including first SGT meetings) are crucial. 

Please be aware of the dangers in offering 

‘challenging advice’ in the early lectures and 

sessions: ‘now is the time to decide if X is the 

subject for you’; ‘I will be critical of you because 

https://www.hr.herts.ac.uk/
mailto:hrd-email@herts.ac.uk
mailto:h.barefoot@herts.ac.uk
mailto:s.fergus@herts.ac.uk
mailto:j.berry@herts.ac.uk
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this is the only way to make you improve’. It can 

be well-meant but it is often not received in the 

way that you might imagine and the headline can 

be remembered without the caveats. 

The Student Voice 2017 

 

 

There was an excellent turn-out and much lively 

discussion. Thanks to Helen for taking notes on 

behalf of PAM and everyone who helped with 

refreshments – apologies for my lack of 

organisation on that one. 

Module or individual (i.e. non-specific to module) 

feedback has been sent to module teams or 

individuals. Here are more general comments. 

General comments about level 5 

“Doing my study but am so lost I don’t know how 

to make a start”  

Some people have had 4 tests this week 

Big jump up from level 4 to 5. More mathematics. 

Introducing new topics that aren’t then explored 

and they then have to do an assignment on it 

Assignments have nothing to do with the lectures 

Studynet – no uniform way of presenting material 

across modules – different for each module 

Contemporary physics handbook from level 4 was 

brilliant – shame there isn’t something equivalent 

for level 5. 

Quality not quantity – fear of not-mastering 

anything this year 

Suggested intensive recap at beginning of level 5 

as long summer? 

Would like a reading week/revision week 

 

General comments about Level 4 

All fine with emailing and contacting lecturers  

All would like a bit more astro  

Printing costs! 

Would appreciate group work/assignment in 

physics – haven’t yet had any group assignments. 

Student handbook – students haven’t really seen it 

Group chat is good for finding information and 

asking others 

Tend to work well at communicating amongst 

themselves 

Will use PAM reception and sometimes Studynet 

but usually ask other people first 

Really valuable learning when 20 people in LRC – 

using the white boards, adding stuff and working 

together 

Physics society pack – some good tips but most 

haven’t seen it or needed it 

Postgraduate comments are still being worked 

through but many thanks for them – very helpful 

and insightful, although a hard read at times. 

PAM Ball 

 

 

The PAM Ball is on Friday 21
st

 April at 19.00 in the 

DH Club. The format is similar to last year with 

student musical acts performing (including the 

return of the DJ king - alumnus Dean Chapman, 

but otherwise new talent) and a buffet at the start 

of the evening. The dress code is smart and you 

will need your ID to get through the door. The 

buffet is more substantial and fancier this year 

and, as a result, the cost of tickets has risen to £18. 

If you would like me to get you a ticket from the 

SU, I will do a bulk order at the end of March – just 

let me know (together with your +1s as 

appropriate and your ID card number). Please put 

PAM ball in the subject of your e-mail so I don’t 

lose it!  You can of course buy your own ticket 

directly at the SU desk at any time. Everyone in 

PAM is very welcome. 

 

 


