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The Paml&tO 23 

From Alexander von Humboldt 
 

‘Our imagination is struck only by what is 

great; but the lover of natural philosophy 

should reflect equally on the little things.’ 

 

[Humboldt encompasses much of PAM activity 

from research into global climate, geomagnetism, 

and the commonality of structure in 

intraterrestrial and extraterrestrial space. He was 

also made great use of what are now called 

infographics – figures in which the design plays a 

key part in communicating the message. A new 

book ‘The Invention of Nature’ won the 2015 

Costa Biography Award and has been well 

received. The image below is of Humboldt in his 

study where he maintained long ‘office hours’ and 

entertained many visitors] 

 

From the Action Plans of other Schools 

 

LMS: Small grants are awarded for learning and 

teaching projects. A pre-condition might be that 

the work be presented or offered for presentation 

at the Learning and Teaching conference. 

HUMANITIES: Peer mentoring occurs across levels. 

The ‘Meet the Dean’ (social) events have been 

very successful. Attendance requirements have 

helped to reduce failure rates although non-

attendance leads to immediate caps. The student 

experience team have provided oversight in all the 

School’s communications with students. 

CREATIVE ARTS: The toolkit of useful 

downloadables is valued by the students. A rise in 

energy levels amongst staff for teaching and 

learning activity has been noticed, and should be 

reflected in conference activity. The showpieces of 

students’ work remain of an excellent standard 

and are enjoyed by external visitors. 

COMPUTER SCIENCES: They have a student-led 

newsletter. They use a suggestions box for year-

long comments which are then passed to a studnte 

forum. They have an SMS alert system to notify 

students of lecture cancellations that has been 

very well received.  

HEALTH & SOCIAL WORK: They hold an internal 

conference which students attend. They have 

‘Celebration Days’ at the end of the year. They 

have made a videon on ‘how grading works’ that 

has had 400 views. 

LAW: They have a good selection of staff-student 

social events e.g. Legal London pub crawl, karaoke, 

Chilli bake-off. The students value the fact that 

they get accreditation alongside the degree, and 

can receive a mooting qualification. The ‘War of 

Words’ gets very good feedback and is judged by 

people from industry. 

BUSINESS: They have a dedicated pastoral support 

and advice officer. Their peer-mentoring 

programme looks specifically at ‘how well do I 

meet the graduate attributes’. They have an 

employability champion in each programme. They 

have a system of Dean’s awards. They have 

developed a curriculum design toolkit to 

implement research-informed teaching. They have  
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a new attendance strategy which we will hear 

more about later. 

ENGINEERING: They have new programmes 

coming. They had an Away Day where everyone 

had to wear a bowtie. They recommend spacing 

periodic reviews – they had many that were close 

together. They run ‘think like an employer’ in 

which students create and select candidates for 

posts. They have a student communique – ‘Bullet’. 

EDUCATION: They have created a feedback 

animation that will be rolled out across the 

University. Their BME students have done very 

well on placements. They have a flagship Open 

Space Forum to involve students with research. 

From The Bucks Bulletin 

 

Upcoming L&T meetings 

 

A: The LMS Education Day will be held on May 

24
th

.  The text of an e-advert is below and the 

weblink on the LMS website is 

https://www.lms.ac.uk/events/education-day.  We 

hope that as many institutions as possible will be 

represented. 

B: Effective Learning through Visualisation  
Niels Bohr Common Room, Schuster Building, 
University of Manchester 
26 May 2016 (11:00-16:00) 
This meeting is part of one of the three IOP-funded 
Sphere initiatives to stimulate research into 
university-level physics education. 

Visual representations are powerful tools for 
physics and science instruction; however, they 
must be created with care and implemented with 
appropriate support to ensure they are effective 
for learning. In this meeting we shall look at 
exemplars of using visualisations in teaching and 
outreach, as well as look at some of the aspects 
that make a visualisation and its use effective in 
education. The goal of the meeting is to bring 
together practitioners and researchers interested 
in the use of visualisation in the STEM subjects, 
and especially physics. 
Invited speakers include: 

• Shaaron Ainsworth (Nottingham): tbc 
• Nick Braithwaite (Open University): On 
screen experiments in the Wolfson 
OpenScience Labs: blurring the boundaries 
between real and imaginary parts. 
• Antje Kohnle (St Andrews): Making the 
invisible visible: visual representations for 
quantum mechanics instruction  
• Ian Lawrence (Institute of Physics): 
Expressive and explorable visualisations to 
support the move from implicit to explicit 
• Drew Whitworth (Manchester): Visual 
Literacy 

We may be able to accommodate additional short 
presentations; if you would like to make a 
presentation, please contact 
Niels.Walet@manchester.ac.uk. 
No charge will be made for this meeting, and a 
free lunch and refreshments will be available for 
those who register; for registration please visit the 
website.   
Further details of the meeting will be published on 

the event website 

C: The UK Physics Education Research Network 

meeting at the University of Liverpool on the 

afternoon of 2
nd

 July will be held in Lecture 

Theatre D in the Central Teaching Hub, just off 

University Square, Brownlow Hill, in the centre of 

Liverpool. Entitled, “Concept inventories: who is 

using them and what are we getting from them?”, 

the meeting will focus on the use of concept 

inventories in physics education in the UK, with 

special emphasis on the Force Concept Inventory. 

The purpose of the meeting is to try to establish 

national collaborations on conceptual testing and 

concept inventories. The meeting will start at 1 pm 

and finish by 4:30 at the latest, with the following 

speakers. The programme is designed to give some 

background, establish a sense of what is going on 

https://www.lms.ac.uk/events/education-day
http://iop.msgfocus.com/c/19leFg0sXZ5R8BBRpkioX6o
http://iop.msgfocus.com/c/19leFg0sXZ5R8BBRpkioX6o
mailto:Niels.Walet@manchester.ac.uk
http://iop.msgfocus.com/c/19leQMlM3jkIkHLDvrLvc2l
http://iop.msgfocus.com/c/19lf2iH58DzzwNVpBzeBqYi
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in the UK, and allow time for a sensible discussion 

of possible collaborations. 

  

Welcome: David Sands, Hull (5 minutes) 

Overview of IOP activities: Peter Main, IOP (20 

minutes) 

Conceptual testing: Robin Millar, York (20 minutes) 

Survey of conceptual testing: Judy Hardy, 

Edinburgh (5 minutes) 

Quantum mechanics testing: Antje Kohnle, St 

Andrews (5 minutes) 

Force Concept Inventory: Marion Birch/Niels Walet 

(10 minutes) 

Free text testing: Sally Jordan, OU (10 minutes) 

  

Discussion (90 minutes) 

The meeting is open to anyone and there is no fee 

for attending. If you are using any concept 

inventories to evaluate your teaching or as part of 

any research we would welcome your attendance, 

but even if you cannot make it we would be 

grateful if you would take a couple of minutes to 

let us know your interests by completing the very 

brief survey at: 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/PER-concept-

tests.  

  

Please contact contact David Sands on 

d.sands@hull.ac.uk for further information. 

  

One of Man Ray’s paintings inspired by a 
mathematical model 
 

Pamlato’s contribution to the 400 year anniversary 

celebrations is the reproduction of one of Man 

Ray’s  Shakespearean Equations – in this case 

Julius Caesar from 1948. The compendium Models 

– The Third Dimension of Science (ed. de 

Chadarevian and Hopwood 2004 Stanford 

University Press) suggests that the age of physical 

mathematical models is past and that artists have 

now appropriated them. If you do have an idea for 

a physical mathematical model, it may be possible 

to generate this using one of the 3-d printers 

around the campus. They can be pleasing tactile 

objects to pass around a class. Worth a look also is: 

http://www.eoht.info/page/Maxwell%E2%80%99s

+thermodynamic+surface 

 

A new graduate attribute – global awareness 

 

Global awareness 

The University fosters discussion of complex and evolving 

world issues. Our graduates will be confident to act 

effectively in settings where language and culture are not 

familiar to them and will have an understanding of 

international traditions and practices both within, and 

beyond, their discipline. 

This ambitious new graduate attribute reflects the 

University’s recent release of the Strategic Plan. 

Please try and think about ways in which your 

teaching can help foster this attribute, and make 

this clear in module guides where appropriate. I 

should think it’s relatively easy in some modules 

(financial, atmospheric physics), maybe less 

obvious in others.  

Peer Review and the Exemplar Rooms 

 

Thank you for the many returns – just a few now 

to come in so I would be grateful to have those as 

soon as possible. PAM has submitted feedback on 

the Exemplar Rooms to the LTIC. We seemed to 

enjoy some aspects of the technology but overall, 

and our students backed this up in their 

independent MFQ feedback, the rooms did not 

suit classes in which students were taking notes 

(particularly those with special needs), or needed 

the lecturer to move amongst them, or in which a 

mathematical argument was being developed. 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/PER-concept-tests
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/PER-concept-tests
mailto:d.sands@hull.ac.uk

