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Vox Populi: Student, Alumni, 
Employer and Staff Perspectives 
on how the Sports Studies 
Programme Promotes 
Employability

Presented by David Turner and Ali Cain

Introduction

• Sports Studies (BSc) programme just ended its 
10th year of course delivery.
• 8th graduating cohort.

• A number of key performance indicators highlight 
that the course adds great value to the 
employability of students.

• One way of determining why this might be is to 
draw upon the opinions of various stakeholders.
• Taking an appreciative inquiry approach.

• Vox populi = the voice of the people.

Staff - Anya Higgins –
Senior Lecturer in Sports Studies 

Staff – Dr Ian Jones –
External Examiner for Sports Studies

Staff – Lena Hatchett –
Lecturer in Sports Studies

Our Mission Statement
• It is our desire to produce graduates from the Sports Studies 

degree programme who are highly independent and autonomous; 
individuals who are self motivated and have learned how to learn. 
That is, graduates who have been empowered and facilitated to 
make their own luck (to identify and grasp opportunities), to 
squeeze more learning out of their experiences (to be critically 
reflective), and to be both principle and evidence based in their 
approach. 

• We want individuals who have come to know their own capacities 
well – their areas of strength and weakness, their personal 
qualities and specialised interests – and are able to articulate their 
own philosophies in a balanced manner. 

• Finally, we would like to cultivate graduates who are able to 
effectively link theory and practice (who are both doers and 
thinkers), and who are able to critically consider the why and how 
of their professional practice, such that they are able to move with 
the times, cope with rapid change, and deal with complexity and 
uncertainty.
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Student – Matt Hammond Student – Tom Cove 

Student – Sam Ferrell
Selected NSS Student Qualitative Comments

• “I think it’s an excellent course for someone going into the 
sporting world.”

• “The chance to gain coaching qualifications and 
encouraged to gain experience within the sporting sector.”

• “The course is very good at making students go out and 
experience new challenges such as work experience and 
coaching qualifications which have not only left me in a 
good place when leaving university but also have helped me 
become more clear on what I wish to do when leaving.” 

• “Through having to undertake vocational qualifications 
within the coaching modules, two jobs have come to me!
An excellent idea.”

• “Course is very real world related as you are responsible for 
your own development.” 

Alumnus – Martin Skelton –
Community Youth Programme Organiser 

Alumna – Jennie Warner –
PGCE Primary Education
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Alumnus – Andrew Butterworth –
Performance Analyst/HE Lecturer  

Alumnus/Employer – Luke Georgiou –
Academy Coach/Performance Analyst

DLHE Data for Sports Studies Cohorts

• 83% of employed students at graduate level jobs (14/15)

• Alumni kindly choose to pay back to the course by 
delivering guest lectures/practicals; acting as post-
graduate mentors to current students; and sending us 
job/volunteering/training opportunities

 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 

% unemployed 0 0 2.33 

UH average % unemployed 9.1 5.6 5 

 

Employer – John O’Callaghan –
Herts Sports Partnership (Director)

Employer – Daz Drake – Athletic 
Performance Academy (Director)

Employer - Karl Lingham – Hertfordshire FA 
(County Development Manager)
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Employer – Stewart Hunt –
Apex 360 Multisports and Dance (Director)

Employers – Summary Mindmap

Final Points Related to Employability

• After our 2012 revalidation we were commended for 
our extensive stakeholder involvement in the process, 
and it was suggested that changes would add value to 
the student experience and employability.

• “The use of work based learning is excellent, and 
provides students who engage with an excellent 
learning opportunity both academically and in terms of 
personal development. A student who graduates from 
this course is in an excellent position to achieve a high 
quality graduate position within sport.” 

Dr Ian Jones, External Examiner. 2015

Thank you for listening! Any Questions?


