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What are 
researchers 
saying about 
research into 
research rich 
and informed 
teaching?

A few headlines 
from three recent 
literature reviews



All three reviews 
refer to the 
research-teaching 
nexus … but these
links sometimes 
feel more Matrix
than Nexus



Literature Review 1 - Malcolm (2014)

Much recent literature has generalised rather than 
abstracted examples, producing matrices and models 
that are informative and actionable for practitioners, but 
which do not generate sufficient explanatory abstraction 
to define the nexus more precisely than is required to 
stimulate enhancement activity at a range of levels. 
(Malcolm: 295)



Literature Review 2 – Tight (2016)

‘It is probably desirable to rein in, as much as possible, 
the emotional baggage associated with the 
research/teaching nexus. All of the appeals to traditions  
and myths, as well as the contemporary idealizations of 
what might be possible or desirable within the 
university… (Tight: 13)

In general there is no simple and consistent linkage 
between research and teaching; and where such a link 
does exist, it may be found in varied and complex ways, 
and where it does not, it may require considerable 
efforts to generate and maintain.’ (Tight: 9)



Literature Review 3 – Elken & Wollscheid (2016)

Studies are frequently descriptive and oriented towards 
sharing good practice … some of this literature has a 
normative assumption of value added, rather than 
deconstructing the mechanisms through which such value 
is added. (Elken & Wollscheid: 28)

Most of the literature indicates that experiences with 
research have a positive effect on student learning 
outcomes. Engaging in processes of enquiry is productive 
for developing critical thinking and understanding of 
research. (Elken & Wollscheid: 8)



What do we at 
UH understand 
by that phrase 
research rich 
and informed 
teaching?



UH preliminary survey: who took part?

INVITED GROUPS TOTAL 
MEMBERSHIP

RESPONDENTS PARTICIPATING

Educational Research Network Members 69 30 (43% participation rate)

Associate Deans for Academic Quality 11 3 (27% participation rate)

Associate Deans for Learning and 
Teaching

11 6 (55% participation rate)

Associate Deans for Research 10 4 (40% participation rate)

Learning and Teaching Innovation Centre 
academic staff

7 6 (86% participation rate)

Research Theme Champions 6 2 (33% participation rate)

TOTALS 114 51 (45% participation rate)



Q4 In terms of your enthusiasm for linking teaching 
and research …



Q5 In terms of your previous experience of linking 
teaching and research …



Q6 'Undergraduates and trainee professionals need 
more opportunities to learn about and through 

research.'



Q7 Without attempting a 
universal definition what 
does the phrase research 
rich and informed teaching 
imply to you personally?’



For many of 
these UH 
respondents it 
was research 
rich, hand-in-
hand teaching 
and learning …
and not just 
about teaching



TEACHING AND LEARNING HAND-IN-HAND?

Unprompted, 65% of 51 respondents introduced the terms ‘learner, 
learning, trainee or student’ into answers on Q7 about teaching:

• “Evidence to support more effective teaching and learning.” 

• “Research as a cornerstone of Learning & Teaching to enrich and 
enhance the student experience and ecological validity of 
learning.” 

• “Emphasis on research evidence for theories presented and asking 
students to evaluate the quality of the evidence, use of original 
sources.”



68 statements described research rich and informed 
teaching as sets of practices and ideas implying:



CATEGORY 1 -
STUDENTS 
LEARNING BY 
DOING & 
USING 
RESEARCH

44% of the 68 
statements

• “Where learners are more active in 
discovering information through their 
own research, as opposed to passively 
receiving it”

• “Bringing research into the lecture room 
and getting students engaged in 
meaningful research, becoming fully 
conversant with the scientific method.” 

• “Using current research within the 
discipline in which I teach to help 
students learn how to use and interpret 
research, but most of all to value quality 
research.”



CATEGORY 1 –
THEMES IN THE 
30 STATEMENTS

Themes included respondents 
describing research rich and 
informed teaching assisting 
students with:

•Developing critical, evaluative 
and interpretive thinking

• Engagement and motivation

•Partnered research work

•Research process and method 
understandings

• Skills development



CATEGORY 2 –
TEACHING 
STRENGTHENED 
BY RESEARCH
CONTENT

34% of the 68 
statements

• “Using current research to inform the 
direction and content of teaching, I 
think this is 50% of the battle, the other 
50% is linking to industry.”

• “Evidencing to students actual 
currency, awareness and engagement 
within the subject matter.” 

• “It means sharing your research 
papers/ findings with students as part 
of your teaching and learning from 
student research.”



CATEGORY 2 –
THEMES IN THE 
23 STATEMENTS

Themes included respondents 
describing research rich and 
informed teaching as beneficial 
through:

• Currency and immediacy of 
content

• Partnership or linking with others

• Content underpinned and 
informed by research



CATEGORY 3 –
IMPROVING 
EDUCATIONAL 
PRACTICE

22% of the 68 
statements

• “The use of pedagogical research 
(either staffs' own or published) to 
inform the way the subject is taught.”

• “A scholarly enquiring approach to 
teaching practice which builds on 
disciplinary research.”

• “Coherent, cyclical and dynamic 
processes of learning, with staff 
learning from students as well as 
students learning from staff.” 



CATEGORY 3 –
THEMES IN THE 
15 STATEMENTS 

Themes included respondents 
describing research rich and 
informed teaching as beneficial 
through:

• Improving teaching via 
educational research

• Systematically improving 
educational practice and 
outcomes by the use of evidence



How will this picture change as research progresses?



FUTURE PLANS…

... AND BEYOND. 
REAL CHANGE 
AND RELIABLE 
KNOWLEDGE –
ARE NEVER 
CREATED QUICKLY

• In-depth case studies and surveys across 
Schools

• Snapshots of practice for practical support

• Longitudinal approaches wherever possible 
as this is a 5 year fellowship

• Focus on learning and student experiences 
from September 2017

• Future foci on assessment and curricula too

• Educational research network 

• Rich research already occurring e.g. Health 
and Social Work, Education, Computer 
Science, Humanities



NB WHAT ISN’T MENTIONED IN THESE 51 RESPONSES?
Only one mention each of assessment and curriculum:

• “For me your term is about practice (Teaching, Learning and 
Assessment) and a culture.”

• “Where an academic is given time to develop curricula, which 
fosters students’ engagement and motivation in research.”

Curricula are cited questions 8-10 (currently being analysed) often 
via negative comments on modular structures: and as content in Q7.

Assessment is barely mentioned as relevant to research rich and 
informed teaching. It will be interesting to see whether students 
perceive that assessment influences learning, teaching and curricula? 


